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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with ctrikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-5, 7-9 and 11-17 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A system fe^operating a plurality of terminal equipments ± 
comprising: 

means for measuring operating time of each of a plurality of terminal equipments; 

means for determining rotation candidates^ among said plurality of terminal equipments,, 
based on respective, a ccumulated operating times of sa id unrts t he plurality of terminal 
equipments with a view to equalizing the respective, a ccumulated operating times of said 
rocpQotive plurality of t erminal equipments and sending terminal equipments rotation messages 
to said rotation candidates; 

means for backup processing data stored in said rotation candidate terminal equipments 
in accordance with said messages; and 

means for downloading said data associated with one of said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments on another of said rotation candidate terminal equipments after the rotation between 
said one of said rotation candidate terminal equipments and said another of said rotation 
candidate terminal equipments ene-has been completed. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A system federating a plurality of terminal 
equipments as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said operating time measuring means measures the 
operating time of each of said plurality of t erminal equipments which have replied to operating 
time confirming messages sent thereto by said operating time measuring means and holds 
accumulated operating time for each of said plurality of t erminal equipments. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A system for operating a plurality of terminal 
equipments as set forth in Claim 1, whoro i n hav i n q further comprising : 

means for displaying said rotation messages on said respective rotation candidate 
terminal equipments; and 

means for performing a backup process by transferring in accordance with said 
displayed message said data stored in said one of said rotation candidate terminal equipments 
from said one of said rotation candidate terminal equipments to another location. 
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4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An administrative unit for managing a plurality of 
terminal equipments comprising: 

a memory having backup areas where stored data stored in said respective terminal 
equipments can be stored separately for each of said plurality of terminal equipments; 

operating time measuring means for measuring respective accumulated operating times 
for said plurality o f rospoot i vo terminal equipments; and 

control means for determining rotation candidates among said plurality of terminal 
equipments with a view to equalizing respective a ccumulated operating times of said plurality of 
respective t erminal equipments, directing said rotation candidate terminal equipments to perform 
a backup process of said stored data and further directing said rocpootivo plurality oft erminal 
equipments to resume the operation thereof after the rotation of said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments has been completed. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An administrative unit as set forth in Claim 4, wherein 
said operating time measuring means confirms the receipt of replies to messages sent to said 
r e sp e ctiv e t erminal equipments and then starts to measure the respective operating times of 
said respective plurality oft erminal equipments. 

6. (ORIGINAL) An administrative unit as set forth in Claim 4, wherein said control 
means sends terminal equipments rotation messages to said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments when said rotation candidate terminal equipments are determined and directs said 
rotation candidate terminal equipments to display said messages. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An administrative unit for managing a plurality of 
terminal equipments^ comprising: 

means for measuring operating time of each of said plurality of terminal equipments; and 
means for determining rotation candidates among said plurality ofterminal equipments 
based on respective accumulated operating times of said plurality ofterminal equipments with a 
view to equalizing the respectjye_accumulated operating times of said plurality of respOGtivo 
terminal equipments and notifying said rotation candidate terminal equipments to that effect. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal equipment adapted to be connected to an 
administrative unit x comprising: 

a_memory factoring wholedata relevant to operating environments associated with said 
terminal equipment; 

^display m e ans for displaying a terminal processing rotation message from said 
administrative unit; 



4 

PAGE 5/10 * RCVD AT 2/7/2005 7:56:23 PIY1 [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNK:8729306 4 CSID:+* DURATION (mnws):02-58 



Fab-07-05 07:51pm Frora-STAAS & HALSEY 



+ 



T-329 P. 006/010 F-613 



Serial No. 09/772,91 9 Docket No.: 1 22.1435 

an input m e ans unit f or operating said terminal equipment in accordance with a direction 
of said displayed message so displ a y e d ; and 

a controller m ea n s- far-e xecuting a backup process of said data stored in said memory on 
said administrative unit by performing a rotation operation in accordance with a direction of said 
message. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal equipment as set forth in Claim 8, wherein 
after having executed said backup process of said data stored in said memory on said 
administrative unit, said control means downloads whole data relevant to operating 
environments associated with another apparatus a ssociated with another terminal equipment 
whioh i o booked up i n ooid odminiotrafavo unit on s aid m e mory . 

10. (ORIGINAL) A terminal equipment as set forth in Claim 8, wherein said control 
means sends a reply message indicating that said terminal equipment is in operation when said 
control means receives an operation confirming message. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal equipment control method^ comprising-tfce 
stops of : 

during a predetermined operation period for a plurality of terminal equipments^ 
determining rotation candidate terminal equipments among said plurality of terminal equipments 
based on respective accumulated operating times of said plurality o f r e sp e ctiv e terminal 
equipments with a view to equalizing the respective accumulated operating times of said plurality 
of re s p e ct i v e terminal equipments; 

performing a backup process of data associated with said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments; and 

performing a download process of said data associated with one of said rotation 
candidate terminal equipments on another of said rotation candidate terminal equipments after 
the rotation between said one of said rotation candidate terminal equipments and said another of 
said rotation candidate terminal equipments has been completed. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal equipment control method^ comprising*e 
steps of : 

when receiving replies from a plurality of terminal equipments to operation confirming 
messages sent thereto, measuring operating time of each of said terminal equipments from 
which said replies have been received and holding respective a ccumulated operating times of 
said plurality ofc e&pecfive terminal equipments; 

determining rotation candidate terminal equipments among said plurality of terminal 
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equipments based on the accumulated operating times wrlh a view to equalizing the respective 
accumulated operating times of said plurality o f resp e ct i v e terminal equipments; 

sending terminal equipments rotation messages to said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments; 

backup processing stored data of said rotation candidate terminal equipments in 
accordance with said messages; 

downloading said data associated with one of said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments on another of said rotation candidate terminal equipments after the rotation between 
said one of said rotation candidate terminal equipments and said another of said rotation 
candidate terminal equipments has been completed; and 

resuming the operation of said respective terminal equipments after the rotation among 
all said rotation candidate terminal equipments has been completed. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A terminal equipment control method as set forth in 
Claim 12, further comprising th e st e ps of . 

when terminal equipments rotation messages are sent to said rotation candidate terminal 
equipments, displaying said rotation messages on said rotation candidate terminal equipments; 
and 

performing in accordance with said displayed message a backup process by transferring 
said stored data of said rotation candidate terminal equipments from said rotation candidate 
terminal equipments to another location. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable recording medium having 
recorded therein a program for rendering a computer operable for managing a plurality of 
terminal equipments^ oxoouto by 

measuring operating time of each of said plurality of terminal equipments; 

determining rotation candidate terminal equipments among said plurality of terminal 
equipments based on respective accumulated operating times of said plurality of t erminal 
equipments with a view to equalizing the respective accumulated times of said respeGth/Q 
plurality of t erminal equipments; and 

notifying said rotation candidate terminal equipments to that effect. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED ) A computer readable recording medium as set forth 
in Claim 14, having recorded therein further a program for rendering said computer operative to 
execute: 

storing data transferred from said rotation candidate terminal equipments in response to 
said notice; and 
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transferring said stored data to said rotation candidate terminal equipments accordingly. 

1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED ) A computer readable recording medium having 
recorded therein a program for rendering a computer connected to an administrative unit to 
execute: 

receiving a computer rotation message from said administrative unit; and 

performing a backup process of whole data relevant to operating environments s tored in 

said computer onto said administrative unit through rotating operation in accordance with a 

direction of said message. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED ) A computer readable recording medium as set forth 
in Claim 16, having recorded therein furthers program for rendering said computer operable to 
execute: 

downloading anotbor w hole d ata relevant to operating environments s tor e d i n said 
computer from said adm i n i strat i v e un i t for s tor a g e i associated with another computer from said 
administrative unit for storage after having performed said back up process. 
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